
Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL - Tuesday, 10 November 2009] 

 p8541c-8542a 
President; Hon Norman Moore; Hon Jon Ford; Hon Giz Watson 

 [1] 

FISH RESOURCES MANAGEMENT AMENDMENT BILL 2009 

Referral to Standing Committee on Uniform Legislation and Statutes Review — Ruling by President 
THE PRESIDENT (Hon Barry House): I have a short statement. On Wednesday, 14 October 2009, the 
Minister for Fisheries introduced into the Legislative Council the Fish Resources Management Amendment Bill 
2009. The Deputy President (Hon Jon Ford) indicated at the conclusion of the minister’s second reading speech 
that he would seek clarification on the bill to determine whether standing order 230A applied. The second 
reading speech and the explanatory memorandum to the Fish Resources Management Amendment Bill 2009 
clearly indicate that the amendments contained in the bill will implement nationally agreed changes to the 
Offshore Constitutional Settlement fisheries arrangements and other matters. The explanatory memorandum 
states with respect to the OCS that the amendments to part 3 of the Fish Resources Management Act, 
“Commonwealth-State management of fisheries”, reflect the provisions of the commonwealth’s Fisheries 
Legislation Amendment (Cooperative Fisheries Arrangements and Other Matters) Act 2006 made in accordance 
with a decision taken by the Natural Resources Management Ministerial Council in December 2004. I therefore 
rule that the bill is caught by standing order 230A and stands referred to the Standing Committee on Uniform 
Legislation and Statutes Review.  

I take this opportunity to indicate that the Presiding Officer has no prior notice whether a bill is caught by 
standing order 230A when a bill originates in the Legislative Council. The Presiding Officer is reliant on the 
content of the minister’s second reading speech to determine whether a bill is caught by standing order 230A. It 
may be of assistance if the cover sheet of a second reading in future indicates whether or not, in the view of the 
minister, standing order 230A applies.  

Non-referral to Standing Committee on Uniform Legislation and Statutes Review —  
Standing Orders Suspension — Motion 

HON NORMAN MOORE (Mining and Pastoral — Minister for Fisheries) [3.34 pm]: I move without 
notice — 

That standing order 230A(2) and (3) be suspended in regard to the Fish Resources Management 
Amendment Bill 2009. 

I provide a simple explanation. I thank you for your ruling, Mr President, and I have taken on board your advice 
about informing the house whether standing order 230A relates to particular bills when presented to the chamber. 
On this occasion, there was no initial indication to me that standing order 230A related to the bill, and I did not 
make the necessary inquiries to find out whether the standing order applied. I accept your ruling, and I have 
come to the conclusion that you are right in your ruling, Mr President. However, there is some urgency in respect 
of this bill, and the uniform legislation issue is but a small part of the bill. I have sought the support of other 
parties in the house to seek to avoid application of standing order 230A, because such referral would require the 
bill to go to the Standing Committee on Uniform Legislation and Statutes Review for at least 30 days, and for the 
committee to respond to the house in due course. I understand that the other parties have agreed to suspend 
standing order 230A on this occasion. I would not seek to do this as a general rule, but as the uniform legislation 
aspect is a minor part of the bill, I think the suspension is appropriate on this occasion. Consequently, I seek the 
support of the house to suspend standing order 230A so that this bill can be dealt in the normal manner without 
having to be referred to the committee for 30 days. 

The PRESIDENT: Before giving the call to Hon Jon Ford, I indicate that an absolute majority will be required 
to suspend standing orders. 

HON JON FORD (Mining and Pastoral) [3.36 pm]: The opposition is happy to support the suspension of 
standing orders with regard to the Fish Resources Management Amendment Bill 2009. The opposition agrees 
with the Minister for Fisheries that there is some urgency, particularly in getting the required action regarding 
offshore arrangements between the commonwealth and the states. Therefore, the opposition is happy to support 
the motion to suspend standing orders. 

HON GIZ WATSON (North Metropolitan) [3.36 pm]: The Greens (WA) are also happy to support this 
motion on the understanding that it does not set a precedent regarding not referring other matters to the Standing 
Committee on Uniform Legislation and Statutes Review. As the Greens (WA) member with carriage of this bill, 
I think it is reasonable in this case to deal with the bill in the house with some urgency. 

Question put and passed with an absolute majority. 
 


